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Madison Schindlbeck, 12, left, with her mother, Nicole, and siblings, picks up litter around a pond in the Savannah subdivision of Aurora. 


WEEK OF TOGETHERNESS, 
WORRY, NEW TRADITIONS 


Across city and suburbs, residents striving to make the best of a bad situation 


By STEVE JOHNSON, 
GENEVIEVE BOOKWALTER, 
WILLIAM LEE AND DAN HINKEL 


Faced with a government order to stay 
home, a family of five in Oak Park made the 
best of their unexpected time together by 
competing on their backyard basketball 
hoop each afternoon. 

A retired great-grandmother in the 
Kenwood neighborhood worried about 
whether she could go through with her 
international travel plans. With nowhere 
to go, she did some reading she’d put off 
and packed away her winter clothes. 

A retired South Loop teacher took 
advantage of the empty sidewalks to take 


his dog for long walks, encountering few 
people aside from joggers who came too 
close for comfort, considering the times. 

They were among the millions through- 
out Illinois forced to adjust their lives in 
the week since Gov. J.B. Pritzker issued a 
directive that closed many workplaces, 
scuttled events and required folks to 
largely stay home. 

People hunkered down and waited to 
see the benefits of a drastic action designed 
to slow the spread of the coronavirus, even 
if the order couldn’t prevent those already 
infected from getting sick. In the week 
after the decree, the number of reported 
cases quadrupled and deaths increased 
nearly sixfold. 


Not everyone treated the rules as 
seriously as they were intended. And so 
after almost a week of warnings, an 
incensed Mayor Lori Lightfoot closed the 
Lakefront Trail and other recreational hot 
spots as cops who had taken a hands-off 
approach started enforcing the order more 
aggressively. 

Those concerns extended beyond Chi- 
cago as neighbors monitored one another 
and didn’t always like what they saw. One 
woman in Naperville said she called the 
cops to report 100 or so people gathered 
near Knoch Knolls Park on Wednesday. 
The crowds eventually thinned, but some 
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Pritzker the 
rookie tackles 
issue head-on 


‘A switch gets flipped when 
crises develop; governor says 


By JAMIE MUNKS, DAN PETRELLA 
AND ANTONIA AYRES-BROWN 


When Gov. J.B. Pritzker took office, the 
biggest task before him was getting the 
state’s deeply troubled finances onto more 
stable ground. 

But just more than a year into his tenure, 
he is navigating a public health crisis that’s 
growing exponentially every day — forcing 
the rookie politician to confront an unex- 
pected challenge that threatens lives while 
also piling onto the state’s fiscal distress. 

Pritzker has taken on President Donald 
Trump and been among the nation’s first 
state leaders to impose severe restrictions 
on businesses and residents in an effort to 
curb the spread of the new coronavirus. 
His response has raised his national profile 
and is sure to become part of his legacy. 

He has faced criticism from some 
Republicans for his daily admonishments 
of the federal government, and from local 
election authorities for allowing the March 
17 primaries to go ahead as scheduled. But 
he’s also been widely praised by political 
observers, public health experts and lead- 
ers in both parties for his efforts to mitigate 
the COVID-19 crisis. 

Bob Griffin, the dean of the College of 
Emergency Preparedness, Homeland Se- 
curity and Cybersecurity at the State 
University of New York at Albany, said 
Pritzker has gotten Trump’s attention, and 
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Streets empty as people stay home 


A usually bustling city has turned quiet as many residents stay indoors because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. West Wacker Drive in downtown Chicago was nearly desert- 
ed Tuesday. See more photos of an empty Chicago at chicagotribune.com/photos. 


President plans travel 
advisory for 3 states 


It’s not clear whether he has power to 
order quarantine of New York, New 
Jersey and Connecticut. Page 23 


E The world digs in for the long haul as 
cases top 650,000. Page 23 

E Many key government jobs vacant as 
virus tests the U.S. Page 25 

E Manufacturers racing to produce face 
masks and thermometers. Business 


Remembering lives lost 
to the coronavirus 


As deaths attributable to the virus tick 
upward, the Tribune is working to 
chronicle the lives of victims. Page 29 


E Stay-at-home order hammered the 
state’s equine industry. Page 4 

E Confusion surrounds process of 
testing. Here are some answers. Page 8 
E McCormick Place will be converted 
into a field hospital. Page 14 


Chicago 
infant 
among 
deaths 


Pritzker reports 465 new 
cases, issues warning to 
obey stay-at-home order 


By STACY ST. CLAIR 
AND CECILIA REYES 


The death of an infant diagnosed with 
COVID-19 prompted another stern warning 
Saturday from Gov. J.B. Pritzker and public 
health officials about the importance of 
obeying the week-old stay-at-home order. 

The child, whose exact age and medical 
history were not released, lived in Chicago 
and is believed to be the youngest person in 
the United States whose death has been 
linked to the coronavirus. 

The infant’s death clearly shook Pritzker, 
as state officials confirmed 12 other deaths 
and 465 new cases. The death toll an- 
nounced Saturday marks the state’s highest 
single-day total since it began tracking the 
virus on Jan. 21. 

Illinois now has 3,491 total known cases 
and 47 deaths, according to official records. 

“I know how difficult this news can be, 
especially about this very young child,” the 
governor said at his daily news conference. 
“Upon hearing it, I admit that I was 
immediately shaken. It’s appropriate for any 
of us to grieve today. It’s especially sorro 
for the family of this very small child for the 
years stolen from this infant. We should 
grieve. ... We should grieve for a sense of 
normalcy we left behind just a few short 
weeks ago.” 

A state employee also was among the 
deaths announced Saturday. 

Others included eight people in Chicago; 
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Coronavirus 
testing the 
pandemic 
playbook 


State’s response was drawn up 
years before this outbreak 


By JOE MAHR AND HAL DARDICK 


Social distancing. School closures. N95 
masks, PPE shortages. Hospital bed surges. 

The policies, vocabulary and impact of 
the pandemic may seem fresh to most 
Illinoisans, but those terms have long been 
part of a 15-year-old, 120-page document 
that’s the state’s guiding plan for responding 
to a pandemic. 

That plan anticipated some of the steps 
Illinois has already taken, such as limiting 
public gatherings, isolating the sick and 
keeping everyone else spread apart by 
closing schools and limiting commerce. It 
also predicted shortages of medical sup- 
plies, overflowing hospitals and sickened 
health care workers. 

It offers a road map for dealing with a 
broad range of developments. It also offers a 
grim reminder that even with planning in 
place, this type of pandemic was long 
expected to take a heavy toll. 

The plan modeled a “medium” influenza 
pandemic: up to 4.5 million Illinoisans 
infected, leading to 12,000 to 38,000 hospi- 
talized, with 4,000 to 9,000 deaths amid 
likely multiple waves of the outbreak. 

Among the considerations in the plan: 
temporary morgues for large number of 
dead and targeted delivery of a yet-to-be- 
developed vaccine. 

The state has not responded to Tribune 
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CHICAGO SPORTS 


Michael Jordan’s double-nickel 


25 years later, his 55-point game at Madison Square Gar- 
den still the true “I’m back” moment. Chicago Sports 
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JOSEPH LOWERY 1921-2020 


Dean of civil rights movement 


A lieutenant to the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., he helped 
organize the bus boycott in Montgomery, Ala. Page 28 


Sips Tom Skilling’s forecast High 49 Low39 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast in Nation & World, Page 35 
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